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of the Hindus. In the Rigveda we find a tendency at times of
worshipping more than one god. But it is not a case of
polytheism that is found there ; it is a case of what has been
called as Henotheism. And Henotheism is in fact a sort of
Monotheism and Monism. The statements like "One Supreme
Reality alone is called as Indra etc.9' and "All these luminous
forces of nature become one in Him" or as we find in the
Yajurveda "There is no physical representation of Him
(the contemplation of) Whose name is highly glorifying,'*
prove this fact.

We find present in the Rigveda an image of the Supreme
Lord : "He whose eyes are everywhere, Whose mouth is in
all sides, Whose arms are all around and Whose feet are in all
directions is the only One Divine Being Who has created the
heaven and the earth and by means of His all-spreading arms
He infuses life into all beings." "O God, Who providest all
the creatures with proper habitation, Thou art our Father, and
O God of infinite activities, Thou art our Mother too." About
this God Yajurveda declares :

"In the sight of the ignorant He seems to be moving,
whereas the enlightened one knows that He does not move ;
for the ignorant He is very far, but for the enlightened one He
is near as hand. He is within all this universe and He is even
outside all this universe."

Thus we find in the Hindu literature of religion a very
sublime concept of the Godhead that is rationally very sound.
This very concept of the the Supreme was given the biggest
height in the Upanisads and found its echo in the subsequent
Puranas and the Tantras.

That is why even when a Hindu is worshipping either the
Goddess Kali, or G^nesha or Rama, or Krishna, or Shiva,
fie always presumes that one Supreme God alone is
worshipped tinder different forms and names.